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Congestefd Travel Corridors in 2021

The same four broad corridors outlined for the 2031 case (see inside right page) will be
congested by 2021, although not quite to the same degree. The assumptions made in the
2021 analysis include:

a) That the currently planned highway and public transit improvements will be in place.

b) However, there will be no significant improvements to the arterial roads network in
the Study Area.
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Overall, the portion of the arterial network that is congested grows from 20% in
2006 to 45% in 2021. The generally uncongested portion of the arterial network
decreases from 67% in 2006 to 40% in 2021.
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The population of York Region is expected to grow by about 574,000 to
the year 2031, and employment by 347,000 jobs. The Study Area itself is
expected to grow by about 25,000 residents and 55,000 jobs to the
year 2031. There will also be substantial growth in the areas around the
Study Area, both within York Region and within Peel Region and the
City of Toronto.

A significant part of the growth expected in the Greater Toronto Area
and in York Region is to be located in areas that will be well served by
public transit. York Region is planning for a rapid transit network
comprised of services in the Yonge Street and Highway 7 corridors
together with an extended Spadina subway to Vaughan Corporate
Centre in the Highway 7/Jane Street area. Enhanced bus service on all
arterials in south York Region will feed the rapid transit services on
Highway 7 and on Yonge Street.

There are a number of discontinuous arterials within the Study Area
including Langstaff Road (no connection between Vaughan Mills Road
and Islington Avenue), Kipling Avenue (no connection to or across
Highway 407 and no connection from Vaughan Mills Road to Clarence
Street), Major Mackenzie Drive (a jog at Highway 27), Nashville
Road/Teston Road (no direct connection through Kleinburg) and Pine
Valley Drive (no connection between Clubhouse Road and Rutherford
Road).

Ontario’s Ministry of Transportation is currently undertaking an Individual
Environmental Assessment for the planned extension of Highway 427
north to Major Mackenzie Drive or beyond. A firm decision to proceed
with this project, however, has not yet been made.

Travel forecasts have been prepared which show that, even with
planned transit improvements, the extension of Highway 427 to Major
Mackenzie Drive or beyond and widenings of Highway 400 and
Highway 407, the percentage of congestion on the arterial network in
the Study Area will triple by 2031 (from 20% in 2006 to 60% in 2031).

There are a number of significant features located in the study area,
including Boyd Park Conservation Area, Kortright Conservation Area,
and the Humber River valley system.
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