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1. Purpose of the Field Investigations Report 

Part B of this report documents the results of field investigations of the Built Heritage features conducted for 

the Western Vaughan Transportation Improvements Individual Environmental Assessment (IEA). These 

investigations focused on the proposed road and transit improvements associated with the preferred 

Alternative to the Undertaking, Alternative 8.  Investigations were also completed for the following disciplines: 

 

 Natural Environment, including hydrogeology; 

 Archaeology; and, 

 Socio-Economics. 

 

The results of these investigations will be used as part of the net effects analysis and comparative evaluation 

of the Alternative Methods of Carrying out the Undertaking. 

 

 

2. Study Area for the Field Investigations 

In accordance with the approved Terms of Reference (ToR), the Study Area for the Individual Environmental 

Assessment (IEA) includes the western portion of the City of Vaughan from Highway 400 to the east, 

Highway 50 in the west, Steeles Avenue to the south and Teston Road to the north. (See Figure 1).  As 

mentioned in the ToR, the Study Area was reviewed following the identification of a preferred Alternative to 

the Undertaking.   

 

The Study Area for the field investigations has been scoped to reflect the improvements associated with 

Alternative 8, the preferred Alternative to the Undertaking.  Nine Alternatives to the Undertaking were 

evaluated based on a comprehensive list of factors and criteria, indicators and measures, completed as part 

of the IEA methodology. Alternative 8 was the most preferred based on the results of the evaluation and 

feedback from the public, as well as analysis of the Study Area environment (natural, social, built, and 

cultural environment), technical and financial factors. 

 

Alternative 8 is comprised of a series of road and transit improvements, which include: 

 

 Widening Major Mackenzie Drive to 6 lanes, from Highway 400 to Highway 50;  

 Widening Rutherford Road to 6 lanes, from Weston Road to Highway 50;   

 Widening Highway 27 to 6 lanes from Major Mackenzie Drive West to Steeles Avenue;  

 Widening Highway 27 to four lanes, from Major Mackenzie Drive West to Teston Road;   

 Widening Weston Road to 6 lanes including HOV lanes, from  Major Mackenzie Drive West to 

Steeles Avenue; 

 Widening Pine Valley Drive  (North) to four lanes, from Teston Road to Major Mackenzie Drive;  

 Widening Pine Valley Drive (South) to six lanes including HOV lanes, from south of Highway 7 to 

Steeles;   

 Widening Highway 50 (north) by six lanes, from Major Mackenzie Drive West to Rutherford Road;  

and south will be widened to 6 lanes.  

 

For each of these improvements, the study team identified a 30-metre buffer that extended on either side of 

the existing roadôs centre line.  The only exception is along Major Mackenzie Drive in the vicinity of Highway 

27, where the proposed improvement includes elimination of the jog at that particular intersection.  In this 

location, a wider buffer was identified.  These buffers define the extent of the Study Area for field 

investigations, as shown in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1. Western Vaughan Transportation Improvements IEA Study Area  
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3. Methodology for Field Investigations 

The Built Heritage study team consisted of ASI staff. The actual individuals and their specific roles are 

provided as follows: 

 

 Senior Project Manager............... Robert Pihl, MA, CAHP, Partner and Manager, EA Division  

 Project Manager  ......................... Robert MacDonald, PhD, RPA, Partner and Manager, IEA Dept. 

 Project Manager Built Heritage ... Rebecca Sciarra, MA, Heritage Planner 

 Project Administrator ................... Sarah Jagelewski, BA 

 Report Preparation  ..................... Lindsay Popert, MA, Assistant Heritage Planner 

 Graphics Preparation .................. Lindsay Popert and Sarina Finlay, BA, GIS Specialist 

 Quality Control Reviewer............. Robert Pihl 

 

Project study teams, consisting of heritage planners, were sent out to conduct a context analysis/field 

investigation of the built heritage features within the refined Study Area.   

 

3.1 Field Investigation Preparation 

Prior to conducting field investigations of the refined Study Area, previously identified cultural heritage 

resources inventoried in the Baseline Conditions report, and located within the refined Study Area, were 

reviewed and compiled on a geographical information system (GIS) platform. This tabulation produced field 

investigation maps showing all previously listed or designated cultural heritage resources located within the 

refined Study Area. Following, a óscale of potential impactô was developed to be used for field investigation 

purposes. The scale was developed to assign a number between 0 and 3 to identified cultural heritage 

resources to reflect potential impact sensitivities. The following provides a summary of the scale of potential 

impact which was developed: 

 

0  = No disturbance at all. 

1  = Disturbance to features that contribute to the siteôs heritage significance, such as fence lines, 

tree lines, windbreaks, laneways, entrances.  

2  = Disturbance to frontage resulting in bringing the structure in very close proximity to right of 

way and possibly causing premature deterioration due to noise, vibration, and health and 

safety issues.  

3  = Removal 

 

This scale was used for field investigation purposes to consistently inventory impact sensitivities associated 

with identified cultural heritage resources. Use of such a scale ensures that field investigators consistently 

record sufficient detail necessary for comparing alternative alignments within the refined Study Area. It also 

ensures that potential indirect and direct impacts to resources are appropriately identified and understood in 

consideration of factors such as: proximity of a built heritage resource to a road right-of-way; existence of 

landscape features such as driveways, tree lines, and fencing; and vehicular access points to properties. It 

should be noted that assigned levels of potential impact sensitivities generally describe the resourceôs 

general impact sensitivity in relation to road widening activities. These levels do not serve to assess impacts. 

Impact assessment requires more detailed research, site analysis, and a clear understanding of precise road 

widening activities and alignments.  
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3.2 Field Investigations 

Field investigations were conducted by two heritage planners using a ówind-shieldô survey method. Field 

investigators surveyed the refined Study Area to first review the existence, condition, and general character 

of cultural heritage resources identified in the Baseline Conditions report. Following, field investigators 

reviewed the refined Study Area in more detail to identify any additional features of cultural heritage interest. 

The following indicators were used to identify features in this regard: 

 

 It is 40 years or older; 

 It is a rare, unique, representative or early example of a style, type, expression, material or 

construction method; 

 It displays a high degree of craftsmanship or artistic merit; 

 It demonstrates a high degree of technical or scientific achievement; 

 The site and/or structure retains original stylistic features and has not been irreversibly altered so 

as to destroy its integrity; 

 It has a direct association with a theme, event, belief, person, activity, organization, or institution 

that is significant to: the City of Vaughan; the Province of Ontario; Canada; or world heritage; 

 It yields, or had the potential to yield, information that contributes to an understanding of: the City 

of Vaughan; the Province of Ontario; Canada; or world heritage; 

 It demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an architect, artist builder, designer, or theorist 

who is significant to: the City of Vaughan; the Province of Ontario; Canada; or world heritage; 

 It is important in defining, maintaining, or supporting the character of an area; 

 It is physically, functionally, visually, or historically linked to its surroundings; 

 It is a landmark; 

 It illustrates a significant phase in the development of the community or a major change or turning 

point in the communityôs history; 

 The landscape contains a structure other than a building (fencing, culvert, public art, statue, etc.) 

that is associated with the history or daily life of that area or region; and 

 There is evidence of previous historic and/or existing agricultural practices (e.g., terracing, 

deforestation, complex water canalization, apple orchards, vineyards, etc.) 

 

Detailed orthographic maps were used to locate and map identified cultural heritage resources. Field 

investigators photographed resources from the road right-of-way and recorded field notes to generate 

general descriptions of identified resources. The following information and data was recorded as part of the 

field investigation: 

 

 Type of cultural heritage resource (built heritage resource, cultural heritage landscape or cemetery). 

 Physical arrangement of structures and/or landscape features. 

 Approximate age, architectural influences, historical associations, character contribution, and 

landmark status of cultural heritage resources.  

 Potential impact sensitivities, ranging from 0 to 3, as described above. 

 

The results of the field investigations were then synthesized and mapped on a GIS platform. Cultural 

heritage resources identified during the field investigations were assigned identification tags and numbers. 

Boundaries of identified cultural heritage resources were determined based on field observations and a 

review of each resourceôs potential heritage attributes. It should be noted that on-site analysis and heritage 

evaluations are required to fully establish a resourceôs boundary for the purposes of managing change. 
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4. Results of Field Investigations  

4.1 Major Mackenzie Drive West 

Field investigations confirmed the existence of seven cultural heritage resources along Major Mackenzie 

Drive West, which include one cemetery, three built heritage resources (BHR), and three cultural heritage 

landscapes (CHL). The following table presents a summary of cultural heritage resources identified along the 

Major Mackenzie Drive West corridor, from east to west. 

 

Feature Location Type Potential Impact Sensitivity Level 

CHR 309 3930 Major Mackenzie Drive CHL 0 

CHR 325 3936 Major Mackenzie Drive BHR 2 

CHR 329 South side of Major Mackenzie Drive, 

east of Pine Valley Drive 

BHR 3 

CHR 330 N/A CHL ï Kleinburg-Nashville Heritage 

Conservation District 

N/A ï Due to the size of this 

conservation district, it was not feasible 

rate potential impact sensitivities. 

CHR 308 6181 Major Mackenzie Drive CHL 1 

CHR 319 6611 Major Mackenzie Drive BHR 0 

CHR 316 South side Major Mackenzie Drive, west 

of Huntington Road 

Cemetery 3 

 

4.2 Rutherford Road 

Field investigations confirmed the existence of nine cultural heritage resources along Rutherford Road, which 

include one cemetery, six built heritage resources (BHR), and two cultural heritage landscapes (CHL). The 

following table presents a summary of cultural heritage resources identified along the Rutherford Road 

corridor, from east to west. 

 

Feature  Location Type Potential Impact Sensitivity Level 

CHR 245 4948 Rutherford Road BHR 2 

CHR 166 5844 Rutherford Road BHR 0 

CHR 153 5830 Rutherford Road BHR 0 

CHR 109 5990 Rutherford Road BHR 0 

CHR 94 6060 Rutherford Road BHR 0 

CHR 269 6241 Rutherford Road CHL 1 

CHR 317 North side Rutherford Road, east of 

McGillvary Road 

Cemetery 2 

CHR 318 6335 Rutherford Road BHR 3 

CHR 302 6666 Rutherford Road CHL 0 

 

4.3 Weston Road  

Field investigations confirmed the existence of four cultural heritage resources along Weston Road, which 

include three built heritage resources (BHR) and one cultural heritage landscapes (CHL). The following table 

presents a summary of cultural heritage resources identified along the Weston Road corridor, from north to 

south. 
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Feature Location Type Potential Impact Sensitivity Level 

CHR 88 9570 Weston Road BHR 0 

CHR 1 9541 Weston Road A BHR 3 

CHR 2 9541 Weston Road B BHR 3 

CHR 145 9465 Weston Road CHL 0 

 

4.4 Pine Valley Drive 

Field investigations confirmed the existence of ten cultural heritage resources along Pine Valley Drive, which 

include three cemeteries, one built heritage resource (BHR), and six cultural heritage landscapes (CHL). The 

following table presents a summary of cultural heritage resources identified along the Pine Valley Drive 

corridor, between Teston Road and Rutherford Road from north to south. No features of cultural heritage 

interest were identified on Pine Valley Drive between Highway 7 and Steeles Avenue.  

 

Feature Location Type Potential Impact Sensitivity Level 

CHR 86 10733 Pine Valley Drive CHL 2 

CHR 256 10699 Pine Valley Drive CHL 1 

CHR 260 10640 Pine Valley Drive CHL 0 

CHR 194 East side Pine Valley Drive, south of 

Teston Road 

Cemetery 3 

CHR 61 10460 Pine Valley Drive CHL 0 

CHR 169 10240 Pine Valley Drive CHL 1 

CHR 140 East side Pine Valley Drive, south of 

Teston Road 

Cemetery 3 

CHR 64 10180 Pine Valley Drive CHL 0 

CHR 227 10150 Pine Valley Drive Cemetery/CHL 3 

CHR 310 9260 Pine Valley Drive BHR 2 

 

4.5 Highway 27 

Field investigations confirmed the existence of seven cultural heritage resources along Highway 27 which 

include four built heritage resources (BHR) and three cultural heritage landscapes (CHL). The following table 

presents a summary of cultural heritage resources identified along the Highway 27 corridor from north to 

south. 

 

Feature Location Type Potential Impact Sensitivity Level 

CHR 330 N/A CHL ï Kleinburg-Nashville Heritage 

Conservation District 

N/A ï Due to the size of this 

conservation district, it was not feasible 

rate potential impact sensitivities. 

CHR 129 10343 Highway 27 CHL 1 

CHR 303 65 Royal Park Way BHR 0 

CHR 315 Spanning Highway 27, south of 

Rutherford Road 

BHR 3 

CHR 219 243 Andy Crescent BHR 2 

CHR 144 8682 Highway 27 CHL 1 

CHR 231 7300 Highway 27 BHR 0 
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4.6 Highway 50 

Field investigations confirmed the existence of three cultural heritage resources along Highway 50 which 

include one built heritage resource (BHR) and two cultural heritage landscapes (CHL). The following table 

presents a summary of cultural heritage resources identified along the Highway 50 corridor, between Major 

Mackenzie Drive and Rutherford Road and between Highway 7 and Steeles Avenue, from north to south.  

 

4.6.1 Major Mackenzie Drive to Rutherford Road 

Feature Location Type Potential Impact Sensitivity Level 

CHR 321 10192 Highway 50 CHL 0 

 

4.6.2 Highway 7 to Steeles Avenue 

Feature Location Type Potential Impact Sensitivity Level 

CHR 328 7305 Highway 50 BHR 2 

CHR 313 7141 Highway 50 CHL 0 

 

 



 
Western Vaughan Transportation Improvements Individual Environmental Assessment  

 
Appendix 4C-5.  Built Heritage 

 

 
 8 

 

T
h

e
 R

e
g

io
n

a
l 

M
u

n
ic

ip
a

li
ty

 o
f 

Y
o

r
k

 

 

Figure 2. Identified Cultural Heritage Resources (CHRs) in the Alternative 8 Corridor  
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Figure 3. Identified Cultural Heritage Resources (CHRs) in the Alternative 8 Corridor  


















